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PARENT NEWSLETTER OF LAVEEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AUGUST, 2021
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Reading at home has many benefits for your
child. (So does reading to them if they haven’t
started reading on their own yet.)
Here are just a few ways that students that read
books at home will become stronger students:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Reading builds vocabulary.
Reading stimulates the brain.
Reading increases knowledge.
Reading strengthens concentration.
Reading relieves stress and anxiety.
Reading helps kids sleep better.

For most students, about 15 to 20 minutes of reading (or reading to them) at home at least three days a week
is a good place to begin. If you need books to add to your home libraries, please let me know and I will gladly
send some home with your child. Thank you for your continued support of your child’s education.
Dr. Robert Caplinger, Principal

SPIRIT WEAR FRIDAYS
Each Friday is Spirit Wear Friday! This means students can wear school spirit
wear as part of the school uniform on Fridays. You can purchase your spirit
wear online at LaveenSpiritWear.com. Now through August 9, you will
receive free shipping on all orders. Visit our spirit wear store today, so you
can take advantage of this great promotion! Show your Laveen spirit!

NEW STUDENTS AND FAMILIES
We welcome our new Hawks to Laveen Elementary! We want your transition to
be smooth and successful, so get ready for our Week of Welcome (WoW)! During
this week, your child will be assigned a Hawk Ambassador that will meet with
him/her to answer questions and offer support. In addition, our counselors will be
calling new parents during our WoW to also answer questions and provide support
during the transition. You can also look forward to a “New Parent Coffee” hosted by our Booster Club. We are
excited to welcome you to the Laveen family! Our WoW activities are scheduled for August 16-20.

POSITIVE BEHAVIOR INTERVENTIONS AND SUPPORTS (PBIS)
We are extremely excited to announce that our school is using PBIS Rewards to help us with our PBIS program.
At Laveen Elementary, we are Safe, Organized, Accountable, and Respectful (SOAR). PBIS Rewards is a
technology-based PBIS Management System that helps us with our behavior incentive program. You can learn
about PBIS Rewards at their website (www.pbisrewards.com).
Our students can earn rewards throughout the day by meeting our behavior
expectations. These rewards are in the form of electronic points also known as
“Hawk Coins.” They can redeem these points for privileges, tangible items, access to
events, and other similar things. Our expectation is that we will see students
SOARing throughout the school.
PBIS Rewards has a Parent App that
will give you some insight into how
your child is doing with respect to our PBIS program. The Parent
App will run on most smart devices, including smartphones and
tablets. You can find it in the iPhone/iPad App Store, Google
Play, and the Amazon App Store. Just search for "PBIS Rewards
Parent". In the not too distant future, you will receive a
personalized letter with a QR code which will give you access to
your child’s PBIS Rewards account.
We encourage you to talk with your child/children about what they can do to be Safe, Organized, Accountable,
and Respectful at school and at home. Let’s have an awesome 2021-22 school year collaborating together!

GIFTED EDUCATION
Hello Families, I will be the Gifted Instructional Coach at Laveen this year. The
last three years I taught 6th grade ELA at Laveen, and I am excited to continue
working with the amazing students and teachers here. If your child is identified
as gifted, you will hear more from me in the coming weeks.
Throughout the year I will pull students from class weekly to focus on socialemotional needs and rigorous activities that they can work on in the classroom
and at home. These activities may be completed in the classroom or at home but
will not be graded.
As you deal with the variety of emotions that come with the return of school,
this article has great insight into the unique social-emotional needs of our gifted
kids. At this time of year, I was especially drawn to the section on Surprisingly
Intense responses and feelings. Anxiety about the return to school or concerns over Covid may be amplified in
your gifted student. That's normal! Give them a chance to share their feelings, and ask if they want to develop
some If...Then statements to be better prepared. For example, "If I start feeling anxious about not being at
home, then I will take 3 deep breaths." We practice this at school already, but can help students feel better
prepared to return to school
Please reach out if I can help in any way. --Faye Uttech futtech@laveeneld.org

COUNSELING SERVICES
Hello Laveen Families! Imagine… joyful learning, academic success,
and a powerful sense of self and community. Imagine… students who
are able to engage in a focused, energetic way with one another, with
their teachers, and with their learning. Imagine… students who
recognize themselves as capable, creative learners, self-aware human
beings, compassionate and their best self.
Here at Laveen Elementary we are a mindful school. Mindfulness
practices help to enable new, wiser responses that improve attention,
learning, emotional regulation, empathy, and conflict resolution. All of
what you just imagined is possible with the exercises & different strategies with our students to practice
mindfulness to help improve their attention, learning and emotional regulation.
We are so excited to see all of our students and work on so many exercises, skills and strategies that can be
integrated with what we are already doing, so that our students can become more capable, self-aware, and
their best self.
Best wishes, Your school counselors, Ms. Hair Ehair@laveeneld.org and Mrs. Romero Mromero@laveeneld.org

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
Please take a moment to “like” us on Facebook for reminders,
announcements, videos, links, and event pictures.
https://www.facebook.com/laveenelementary

PARENT AND STUDENT HANDBOOKS
There are a lot of useful things on our school and district websites. Please bookmark
them both. On our school website you will find a link to our 2021-22 Parent and
Student Handbook. On the district website you will find a link to the 2021-22 Safe
Return to In-person Instruction Family Handbook. Please take a moment to review
both these handbooks with your student(s). Thank you!

AUGUST DATES TO REMEMBER
Aug 6

Spirit Wear Friday!

Aug 9

First Day of Developmental Preschool

Aug 12

Gov. Board Meeting (5:30pm)

Aug 13

Spirit Wear Friday!

Aug 16-20 Week of Welcome (WoW)

Aug 18

Early Release/$1.00 Dress Down Day

Aug 18

Curriculum Night (5:00pm-7:00pm)

Aug 20

Spirit Wear Friday!

Aug 20

New Parent Coffee (9:30am)

Aug 27

Spirit Wear Friday!

If you have any questions about events or activities, please call our main office at (602) 237-9110, M-Th 8:00AM - 4:00PM

FIRST DAY VISIT
On Monday, August 2, we were pleased to welcome our State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Kathy
Hoffman to Laveen Elementary School. Ms. Hoffman came to our school to help welcome students back to
school and visit our award-winning mindfulness program. She also visited classrooms, including our selfcontained special education program. She was very impressed with our students and staff. We were glad she
was here to celebrate the first day of school with us!

WELCOME, MR. WHITE
Due to an unforeseen family emergency, we had a last minute
change in our music department. We are pleased to welcome
Mr. Campanella White as our new music teacher!
Mr. White will soon be a graduate of Arizona State University
and is a proud father of a 1 year old and a 2 year old. He
attended a performing arts school and is the son of two
teachers. Mr. White is excited to join the Laveen family and we
are pleased to have him! Welcome, Mr. White!

SCHOOL SUPPLIES DONATION
Special thanks to 7th grade teacher, Alicia Harp,
for helping arrange a massive community donation
of school supplies from “The Raider Crusaders.”
Also, thanks to Silvia Cortez and Melody Smith for
helping unload the supplies on a Saturday!
Thank you all for your support of our students!

K-8 CURRICULUM NIGHT

