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PARENT NEWSLETTER OF LAVEEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NOVEMBER, 2021
Dear Parents and Guardians,
“It takes a village to raise a child” is a
popular proverb with a clear message: the
whole community has an essential role to
play in the growth and development of its
young people.
In addition to the vital role that parents
and family members play in a child’s
education, the broader community also
has a responsibility to assure high-quality
education for all students. In the past,
parent involvement was characterized by
volunteers, mostly mothers, assisting in
the classroom, chaperoning students, and
fundraising. Today, the old model has been
replaced with a more inclusive approach:
school-family-community partnerships
now include mothers, fathers, stepparents,
grandparents, foster parents, other relatives and caregivers, business leaders and community groups – all
participating in goal-oriented activities, at all grade levels, linked to student achievement and school success.
Parent, family, and community involvement in education correlates with higher academic performance and
school improvement. When schools, parents, families, and communities work together to support learning,
students tend to earn higher grades, attend school more regularly, stay in school longer, and enroll in higher
level programs. Researchers cite parent-family-community involvement as a major key to addressing the school
dropout crisis and note that strong school-family-community partnerships foster higher educational aspirations
and more motivated students.
At Laveen Elementary, we are thankful for a Booster Club that embraces this model of support, as well as
many community and business sponsors such as Scooptacular, the Gila River Indian Community, Peter Piper
Pizza, SkyZone, Tanner Community Development Corporation, Lululemon and the Sand and Gravel Corporation.
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce a new community partner, Urban Farming Education! We will
be working with them to dramatically improve our existing school garden, add a special gardening area for our
self-contained special education students and also implement community gardening plots for our families to
enjoy. I am excited about this new alliance!
Thank you for all you do to support your children, your school and each other.
With continued gratitude,
Dr. Robert Caplinger, Principal

SPIRIT WEAR FRIDAYS
Each Friday is Spirit Wear Friday! This means students can wear school
spirit wear as part of the school uniform on Fridays. You can purchase your
spirit wear online at LaveenSpiritWear.com. Please visit our spirit wear
store today and show your Laveen spirit! Order for the holidays now!

PARENTVUE WEBSITE AND PHONE APP
It’s report card season and ParentVUE is a wonderful tool to monitor your
child's education. ParentVUE is a website that offers secure, private access
to school information, including assignments, grades, progress reports,
attendance, school calendar, and teacher contact details. In ParentVUE,
you can see the information for all of your students. The ParentVUE Mobile
app uses the same user login as the web-based ParentVUE portal. If you
need help accessing your child’s gradebook, please contact our front office
for assistance at (602) 237-9110.
Click here to access ParentVUE on your computer.
iPhone users: Download the ParentVUE app from the Apple App Store.
Android users: Download the ParentVUE app from Google Play.

PARENT AND STUDENT HANDBOOKS
There are a lot of useful things on our school and district websites. Please bookmark them both. On our school
website you will find a link to our 2021-22 Parent and Student Handbook. On the district website you will find a
link to the 2021-22 Safe Return to In-person Instruction Family Handbook. Please take a moment to review
both these handbooks with your student(s). Thank you!

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
Please take a moment to “like” us on Facebook for reminders, announcements,
videos, links, and event pictures. https://www.facebook.com/laveenelementary

BOOSTER CLUB MEETING
Thank you to our recent parent volunteers that helped with the Boo Fest, The
Book Fair, Picture Day, and the Cookie Dough Delivery!
The next Booster Club Meeting will be on Friday, November 19 from 10:00AM
- 11:00AM in the Library and on Zoom! Questions? Please contact the Booster
Club at laveenboosterclub@gmail.com or call (602) 237-9110.

HOLIDAY GREENS FUNDRAISER
Our annual holiday greens fundraiser ends November 8! Please support the Booster Club by purchasing and
promoting beautiful fresh holiday evergreens. Online orders only. You may choose to have your products
shipped to school for pick-up or they can be delivered by FedEx/UPS to an address anywhere in the U.S! Last
day to order is Sunday, November 7. You can go to SherwoodFundraiser.com/Laveen to order now! Thanks!

NOVEMBER DATES TO REMEMBER
Nov 1

Am. Indian Heritage Month Begins

Nov 15-19

MAP Growth Testing - Grades 3-8

Nov 8

Booster Club Greens Sale Ends

Nov 17

Early Release & $1.00 Dress Down

Nov 9

School Board Meeting - 5:30PM

Nov 19

Booster Club Meeting - 10:00AM

Nov 10

Q2 Progress Reports Issued

Nov 24-26

Thanksgiving Break - No School

Nov 11

Veterans Day - No School

Nov 30

Am. Indian Heritage Month Ends

If you have any questions about events or activities, please call our main office at (602) 237-9110, M-F 8:00AM - 4:00PM

Mark Your Calendars!

SCHOOL SAFETY MEASURES
Our school district has made many preparations to deal effectively
and realistically with emergency situations that could occur in or
around Laveen Elementary. While we hope that a serious incident
never occurs, our goal is to be prepared for any potential
emergency.
On rare occasions, a school will go into an actual lockdown. Most
often these occur due to active police investigations occurring in
close proximity to a school. Lockdowns typically last less than 20
minutes.
Laveen Elementary routinely conducts lockdown drills to practice for situations in which students and staff
should stay behind locked doors for safety reasons. For more information on our school safety procedures,
please visit www.laveenschools.org/school-safety.

WHAT IS A PRODUCTIVE STRUGGLE?
At Laveen Elementary, we support a “productive struggle”
in all classrooms. What does that mean? Our teachers help
students experience a productive struggle by not jumping in
to provide the correct answer or step-by-step directions for
solving problems. Rather, our teachers support students by
helping them understand that “struggle” is a natural part of
learning and by equipping them with strategies to value and
work through a struggle, they encourage more academic
growth.
A productive struggle also builds perseverence. At home,
you can support a productive struggle by not jumping in to
provide the correct answer. Allow your child to struggle
through the challenges. Then, you will help them build the
endurance and tenacity they will need to be successful in
school and life!

K-1-2 BOOKS & BREAKFAST
Thank you to all the parents that attended our 2nd grade Books
& Breakfast! It was amazing to see so many parents reading and
working with their kids, while enjoying a delicious breakfast from
our cafeteria! There is no charge for these events; the breakfast
and the books are paid for by our amazing Booster Club.
We look forward to seeing 1st grade parents on November 17
and Kindergarten parents on December 8. Questions? Please
contact your child’s teacher.

PRESCHOOL FAMILY PUMPKIN PATCH
Thank you to our families for attending our Preschool Pumpkin Patch! Our awesome preschool teachers had
the pumpkins ready to carve, along with festive table activities for kids, parents and guests. Great job, Prek!

BOO FEST WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!
Thank you to everyone that attended and/or volunteered their time at our annual Boo Fest! Everyone had an
amazing time playing games, enjoying the fun inflatables, shopping at the vendor booths, and eating corn dogs,
pizza and cotton candy! Your support of this event allows the Booster Club to support other student and family
events and activities throughout the year! We appreciate you!

GIFTED EDUCATION NEWS
Gifted students can often experience overexcitabilities which affect them at home and in their classrooms;
they may react unusually to a sound or burst into tears at an unexpected trigger. These overexcitabilities can be
intellectual, imaginational, sensual (the 5 senses), psychomotor, and/or emotional. The way a student responds
at these times can be challenging for students, parents and teachers!
These overexcitabilities can show up in a variety of ways. Maybe your child will not stop asking questions
about a topic - give them some time to research or watch videos on that topic. Perhaps your child is sobbing
about what you consider a minor issue with a friend or sibling - give them a chance to explain their feelings
without judgement and then have them identify a mindfulness practice from school that they could employ
next time they feel that way.
This article from the National Association of Gifted Children goes more in depth about this topic. Rest assured,
these traits are perfectly normal in gifted children! As always, let me know how I can support you and our
students. -- Faye Uttech, Gifted Instructional Coach (futtech@laveeneld.org)

SPIRIT WEEK FUN!
Students and staff enjoyed spirit week by supporting the different theme days. Thank you for participating!

OCTOBER STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
Congratulations to our October Students of the Month! These students are nominated by their teachers based
on outstanding academic achievement. Students receive a certificate and free ice cream from Laveen’s very
own, Scooptacular! Congratulations, Hawks!

STUDENT

TEACHER

STUDENT

TEACHER

Jesse Jacobo

Jonathan Clauss (PreK)

Sidikie Koroma

Michele Malone (3)

Anahi Garcia

Jhovana Bugarin (PreK)

Raelyn Mendoza

Melody Smith (3)

Eric Jr Cabral

Meghan Lawrence (PreK)

Eva Seville

Tiffany Lorona (3)

Athena Corral

Allison Park (PreK)

Elisa Nelson

Dominique Mariscal (4)

Caleb Chavez

Mercedes Jeffrey (PreK)

Nathaniel Sabala

Jeremy Christian (4)

Addison Magley

Kelsey Conley (K)

Joseph Ramirez Espinoza

Sara Lofton (4)

Jocelyn Ventura

Jeannette Craig (K)

Amay’Zia Vinson

James Carrethers (4)

Sebastian Gonzales

Isabel Avila (K)

Elfonzo Holeman

Jessica Suri (5)

Melodie Hayes

Danica Granard (K)

Alie Koroma

Anthony Quezada (5)

Paloma Sainz

Jade Crittenden (SC)

Josue Aguilar

Jessica Lozano (5)

James Rouse

Lauryn Perrotti (SC)

Bianca Lorona

Logan Wasie (6)

JJ Joseph Robertson

Kiersten Rozenwaser (SC)

Adrian Guevara

Anthony Ramirez (6)

Mabil Mabil

Mary Turner (SC)

Elizabeth Meza

Kristi McCann (6)

Damian Sanchez

Sylvia Ramirez (1)

Jameon Manning

Alicia Harp (7)

Lily Cano

Gabriela Rocha (1)

Jaelyn Easterling Flores

Greg Beder (7)

Nicholas Vizcarra

Joia Westwood (1)

Armando Lerma-Morales

Roland Pierce (7)

Natalia Gale

Jessica Reckers (2)

Ray Pruitt

Blake McBay (8)

Lydia Benny

Michelle Shields (2)

Isai Libreros Ruiz

Adrian Ruiz (8)

Giancarlo Perez

Sarai Covarrubias (2)

Tabitha Cienfuegos

Ken Cline (8)

Story Delgado

Joy Oliva (2)

David Ledezma Guevara

David Wulff (PE)

Araceli Delgado

Leah Hall (6-8)

Giancarlo Perez

Andrea Smith (Art)

David Ledezma Guevara

Luke Smith (STEM)

Aiyana Roberson

Alyssa Morrison (Band)

Briana Rojas

Camp White (Music)

Robert Mouch

Monica Gallo (3-5)

Great Job, Hawks!

