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Dear Parents and Guardians,
In just a few weeks, we’ll kick off our Ohana Run 2022 program
on March 15th! Our goal is to raise funds for student activities,
8th grade graduation, school-wide events, classroom teacher
support and to strengthen our school community. This year more
than ever, we need additional funds to provide an excellent
educational experience for all of our students.
We completely understand if your family is not in a position to
financially support the school right now. You can still be involved
by simply SHARING about our fundraiser with friends and
extended family through your Facebook, Instagram or Twitter
accounts. You can register or log-in online at mybooster.com.
Sharing IS supporting! Last year 70% of our funds raised came
from grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins and friends from 26
different states! This was from sharing on social media!
All students will participate in the Ohana Run 2022, regardless
of financial participation and every student will receive a free
Ohana Run 2022 T-shirt! Shirts can be worn any day March-May!
Thank you to this year’s community partners of the Ohana Run
2022: ALCC Construction, Boys and Girls Club of Gila River, Chapman BMW, Chris the Plumber, Comiendo con
Memo, Gigi’s Pet Salon, HEAAL Coalition, Lennar Homes, Mark Taylor Residential, Peter Piper Pizza, Pima
Leasing, Red Bus Realtor, Red Dragon Chinese Food, Sand & Gravel Corporation, Scooptacular, Sky Zone
Trampoline Park, Studio 51, Sunrise Donuts, & ZQ’s Barber Shop!
We appreciate your support more than you know. More details to come as
we get closer to kickoff!
Important Ohana Run 2022 Dates:
March 1: Registration Opens (Register at MyBooster.com)
March 8: Donations Begin (Online at MyBooster.com)
March 15: Ohana Run 2022 Official Kick-off Day!
March 24: Ohana Run 2022! (Parents are welcome to join us on the field!)
Thank you for supporting the Ohana Run 2022!
With continued gratitude, Dr. Robert Caplinger, Principal

Register Your Child Now at MyBooster.com
PARENTVUE WEBSITE AND PHONE APP
It’s report card season and ParentVUE is a wonderful tool to monitor your
child's education. ParentVUE is a website that offers secure, private access to
school information, including assignments, grades, progress reports,
attendance, school calendar, and teacher contact details. In ParentVUE, you
can see the information for all of your students. The ParentVUE Mobile app
uses the same user login as the web-based ParentVUE portal. If you need
help accessing your child’s gradebook, please contact our front office for
assistance at (602) 237-9110.
Click here to access ParentVUE on your computer.
iPhone users: Download the ParentVUE app from the Apple App Store.
Android users: Download the ParentVUE app from Google Play.

PARENT AND STUDENT HANDBOOKS
There are a lot of useful things on our school and district websites. Please bookmark them both. On our school
website you will find a link to our 2021-22 Parent and Student Handbook. On the district website you will find a
link to the 2021-22 Safe Return to In-person Instruction Family Handbook. Please take a moment to review
both these handbooks with your student(s). Thank you!

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
Please take a moment to “like” us on Facebook for reminders, announcements,
videos, links, and event pictures. https://www.facebook.com/laveenelementary

MARCH DATES TO REMEMBER
Mar 1

Women’s History Month Begins

Mar 15

Ohana Run Official Kick-off!

Mar 2

Early Release (12:30PM) No Late Bus

Mar 15

Spring Picture Day, Grades K-8

Mar 2

Spirit Day: Wear Neon/Bright Colors!

Mar 16

Spring Picture Day, PreK & SpEd

Mar 3

Spirit Day: Dress for Success!

Mar 17

Governing Board Meeting, 5:30PM

Mar 4

Spirit Day: Book Character Day!

Mar 22

Laveen Family Night at Sky Zone

Mar 5

SPRING BREAK BEGINS (Ends 3/13)

Mar 23

Early Release & $1.00 Dress Down

Mar 8

Ohana Run Donations Begin

Mar 24

OHANA RUN 2022! Schedule TBA

Mar 14

Bus Evacuation Drills

Mar 31

A+ Celebration Assembly, PreK-8

If you have questions about events or activities, please call our main office at (602) 237-9110, M-F 8:00AM - 4:00PM

READ ACROSS AMERICA WEEK!
February 28 - March 4 is Read Across America Week at Laveen! Spend some extra time
this week appreciating good books with your children! Please encourage your children
to participate in our spirit days to celebrate the importance of reading:
Wednesday, 3/2: Neon/Bright Colors: “Why fit in when you were born to stand out?”
Thursday, 3/3: Dress for Success: “Read to succeed!”
Friday, 3/4: Book Characters: “Who is your favorite book character?”

FRY’S COMMUNITY REWARDS
If you shop at Fry’s Foods Grocery store, please link your Fry’s V.I.P. card to
Laveen Elementary School (Laveen Hawks PTO) organization number:
AK833. Fry’s Community Rewards program will automatically donate to our
school on your behalf from each of your purchases! This will happen
automatically and there is nothing else you ever need to do!
Please visit: www.frysfood.com/i/community/community-rewards

STEM ROBOTS IN ACTION
During Mr. Smith’s Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM)
specials class, students learn skills like coding, Lego engineering and
robotics. This is just one of our amazing specials classes that are not only
fun and student-centered, but advance students’ academic skills! When
students get into middle school, they get to choose their own specials!

GIFTED EDUCATION NEWS
Motivating the Unmotivated Gifted Student
I recently checked my son’s grades and was shocked to see that he, a student who
scored in the 99% percentile for verbal giftedness, had scored a 50% on a reading
test. We have always told him that we just expect his best, but we both knew an F
was not that. After talking with him, I solidified that the issue was not lack of ability,
but that he was unmotivated by some of the reading passages and tasks. He didn’t
enjoy the reading topics, so he simply didn’t try. I had to assure myself this was
normal and something that we could work through. This article “10 Ways to Motivate a Gifted Child” was a very
helpful read. Tips 3, 6 and 7 are the ones that I have been focusing on. I would add #11- talk to your child’s
teacher about what they see in class and what suggestions they have. -- Faye Uttech, Gifted Instructional Coach

2021 ARIZONA CHARITABLE TAX CREDIT - THERE’S STILL TIME!
Arizona allows taxpayers to dedicate dollars to education while reducing
the amount you owe on your 2021 taxes through the tax credit program.
For every dollar you donate, the amount you owe on your Arizona taxes
will be that much less. If you do not owe taxes, the amount you donate
may be carried forward for up to five years to offset future tax liabilities.
If you have not made a 2021 Tax Credit Donation yet, now is the time!
Please select “Laveen Elementary School” and if you do not have a particular program in mind, please choose,
“area of greatest need.” You can make your donation online or download the form here. 2021 Tax Credit
Donations are due by April 15, 2022.

A+ SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE™ LIMITED-EDITION SPIRIT WEAR
Laveen Elementary has partnered with two Arizona clothing brands to celebrate becoming an A+ School of
Excellence™. Branded Bills Headwear has designed a trucker’s cap and State Forty Eight Clothing has designed
a t-shirt for Laveen students, staff and families. Please watch for a separate email with the ordering information
and students will also bring home paper copies of the order forms. All orders are due by Friday, March 25.

MINDFUL SCHOOL SPOTLIGHT
As a result of our teacher professional development sessions
and online training, there are many great examples across
campus of LES teachers using mindfulness to strengthen the
culture and climate and in their own classrooms and also
increase student achievement. Let’s look at how Ms. Rocha
uses her mindfulness techniques in her 1st grade classroom.
How do you incorporate mindfulness into your classroom?
Before taking tests or as a brain break, we all stretch our
bodies by doing some yoga and taking deep breaths. We
openly discuss the things we notice and use our senses to
describe them. We like to read social skills stories about
mindfulness after lunch and we have discussions of how we can incorporate it throughout our day.
Does it work for you? (can you tell the difference when you use it?) My students utilize these skills and the
strategies they learn and apply in different situations. They have been able to be more present and comfortable
with their feelings and emotions. By practicing mindfulness, they support each other and help each other and
themselves solve problems. My class gets so excited to “Take 5” in the morning and help each other breathe
throughout the day. Most of my class goes to Yoga class each Wednesday morning, and they love to contribute
to the different stretching and breathing techniques they learn.
Mr. Ruiz has created a great mindfulness corner in his 8th
grade ELA classroom.
Does the corner work? This corner works well by showing
students different ways that mindfulness could be practiced
(e.g., awareness of surroundings, guided imagery, breathing
exercises, etc).
How does it benefit you and your students? The variation
of exercises benefits students by giving them the tools to
practice mindfulness in different situations (e.g., in the
classroom, in crowds, etc). The exercises have also helped
students to code-switch between classes and unstructured
times of their day (e.g., before and after lunch).
Do they use it? More and more students are accepting the
invitation to participate in a mindfulness exercise. Initially,
there was a lot of reluctance, but students have grown to
embrace the exercises as part of their day. It has proven to
be an effective way to help focus in ELA.
Do you use it? I practice mindfulness openly in front of my students. I also use mindful terminology to model
how students can practice mindfulness and to encourage academic engagement. I also use mindfulness as a
way to center myself between classes and meetings to focus my own mind.

FEBRUARY STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
Congratulations to our February Students of the Month! These students are nominated by their teachers
based on outstanding academic achievement and citizenship. Students receive a certificate and free ice cream
from Laveen’s very own, Scooptacular! Congratulations, Hawks!

STUDENT

TEACHER

STUDENT

TEACHER

Jaydelee Trejo

Mr. Clauss - PreK

Kai Vonn

Ms. Mariscal - 4

Vivian Buatti

Ms. Bugarin - PreK

Kassandra Robles

Mr. Carrethers - 4

Analicia Guzman

Ms. Lawrence - PreK

Devin Carabez

Ms. Lofton - 4

Matthew Erdbacher

Ms. Park - PreK

Hadassah Alvarado

Ms. Suri - 5

Annalise Sanchez

Ms. Jeffrey - PreK

Ava Turner

Mr. Quezada - 5

Bridger Mitchell

Ms. Conley - K

Ryan Sordia

Ms. Lozano - 5

Layla Poland Martinez

Ms. Craig - K

Luke Matthews

Ms. Turner - SC 3-5

Jaytzanie Lara Espino

Ms. Avila - K

Joseph Lerma-Morales

Mr. Wasie - 6

Sonny Acosta

Ms. Granard - K

Araceli Duran

Mr. Ramirez - 6

James Hernandez Carillo

Ms. Rozenwaser - SC K-2

Joel Romero Bautista

Ms. McCann - 6

Elissa Quintana

Ms. Ramirez - 1

Isaac Perrin-Pervis

Ms. Harp - 7

Isaac Martinez

Ms. Rocha - 1

Ernesto Martinez

Mr. Beder - 7

Joaquin Ramirez

Ms. Westwood - 1

Maxx Mendez

Mr. Pierce - 7

Salii Oshima

Ms. Shields - 2

Warly Valdez

Mr. McBay - 8

Jaxsen Jimenez

Ms. Covarrubias - 2

Paloma Ochoa

Mr. Ruiz - 8

Laila Hernandez

Ms. Oliva - 2

Alex Xochihua

Mr. Cline - 8

Gabriella Torres

Ms. Wyda - 2

Destiny Rutherford

Ms. Hall - R 6-8

Ariana Raymundo

Ms. Malone - 3

Paris Robertson

Ms. Smith - Art

Ailyn Lizarraga Olivas

Ms. Smith - 3

Ashley Ambriz Lopez

Mr. Smith - STEM

Tyana Ruckers

Ms. Lorona - 3

Isabella Ferace

Mr. Wulff - PE

Ava Boggs

Ms. Gallo - R 3-5

Well Done, Hawks!

Students of the Month

