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Dear Parents and Guardians,
April is state assessment month for grades 3 - 8. Our students
and staff have done an exceptional job preparing for this year’s
assessments and we will continue to prepare right up to the
assessment dates. As parents, you can support your students on
testing days by:
Making sure your child gets a good night's sleep and eats a healthy breakfast. Many teachers report that
students who don't do well on tests haven't gotten enough sleep, and haven't eaten breakfast on the morning
of the test. Doing both of these things will ensure that your child is working at full capacity.
Getting your child to school on time. Students that arrive late will miss assessment instructions and in some
cases, will need to take make-up assessments on separate days.
Staying positive. Staying calm yourself will help your child stay calm. If he/she gets nervous about the test or is
likely to experience anxiety during the test, help him/her practice some relaxation techniques that he/she can
try while taking the test. Remind him/her to “Take 5” and practice mindful breathing techniques.
Please mark these important dates on your calendar:
April 7: AASA Writing (Grades 3-8)
April 11: AzScience Part 1 (Grades 5 & 8)
April 12: AzScience Part 2 (Grades 5 & 8)
April 13-14: AASA Reading Fluency (Grade 3)
April 18: AASA Reading Part 1 (Grades 3-8)
April 19: AASA Reading Part 2 (Grades 3-8)
April 21: AASA Math Part 1 (Grades 3-8)
April 22: AASA Math Part 2 (Grades 3-8)
If you have any questions about this year’s state assessments, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher.
Together, we will achieve success!
With continued gratitude, Dr. Robert Caplinger, Principal

PARENTVUE WEBSITE AND PHONE APP
It’s report card season and ParentVUE is a wonderful tool to monitor your
child's education. ParentVUE is a website that offers secure, private access to
school information, including assignments, grades, progress reports,
attendance, school calendar, and teacher contact details. In ParentVUE, you
can see the information for all of your students. The ParentVUE Mobile app
uses the same user login as the web-based ParentVUE portal. If you need
help accessing your child’s gradebook, please contact our front office for
assistance at (602) 237-9110.
Click here to access ParentVUE on your computer.
iPhone users: Download the ParentVUE app from the Apple App Store.
Android users: Download the ParentVUE app from Google Play.

PARENT AND STUDENT HANDBOOKS
There are a lot of useful things on our school and district websites. Please bookmark them both. On our school
website you will find a link to our 2021-22 Parent and Student Handbook. On the district website you will find a
link to the 2021-22 Safe Return to In-person Instruction Family Handbook. Please take a moment to review
both these handbooks with your student(s). Thank you!

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
Please take a moment to “like” us on Facebook for reminders, announcements,
videos, links, and event pictures. https://www.facebook.com/laveenelementary

8TH GRADE PROMOTION EVENTS
We are proud to celebrate our 8th grade students as they are promoted to high school! We are planning two
very special events to honor their hard work at Laveen.
8th Grade Trip. All 8th grade students will join their teachers for
a fun day at The Main Event on Tuesday, May 10. Our Booster
Club will cover all costs of this trip, including transportation,
admission, lunch, game cards, bowling, laser tag and an elevated
ropes course. More details and permission slips are coming!
8th Grade Promotion Ceremony. Please join us on Tuesday, May
17 at 10:00AM for a promotion ceremony in our gym. Students
will receive their promotion certificates and we will also be
presenting some special achievement awards and announcing
high school scholarship recipients. Refreshments will follow the
ceremony. Each student will receive tickets for four (4) guests. Tickets may be picked-up by a parent in our
main office starting on Monday, May 2. Questions? Please call us at (602) 237-9110. Congrats, Class of 2022!

KINDERGARTEN PROMOTION CEREMONY
We are also very proud to celebrate our kindergarteners as they are promoted to first grade! Please join us on
Tuesday, May 17 at 2:00PM for a promotion ceremony in our gym. Students will receive their promotion
certificates and some special items from their teachers. Refreshments will follow the ceremony.

PRESCHOOL PROMOTION CEREMONIES
Our Little Hawks will be promoted to kindergarten on Tuesday, May 17. Each classroom will host their own
ceremony and details will be delivered to parents by the classroom teachers. Welcome to kindergarten!

APRIL DATES TO REMEMBER
April 4

Week of the Young Child Begins

April 14

AASA Reading Fluency (Grade 3)

April 7

AASA Writing (Grades 3-8)

April 14

Governing Board Meeting, 5:30PM

April 8

Preschool Color Parade (9:30 & 1:00)

April 18

AASA Reading Part 1 (Grades 3-8)

April 8

District Art Festival (5:00PM) @LEC

April 19

AASA Reading Part 2 (Grades 3-8)

April 11

AzScience Part 1 (Grades 5 & 8)

April 20

Early Release & $1.00 Dress Down

April 12

AzScience Part 2 (Grades 5 & 8)

April 21

AASA Math Part 1 (Grades 3-8)

April 13

Q4 Progress Reports Sent Home

April 22

AASA Math Part 2 (Grades 3-8)

April 13

AASA Reading Fluency (Grade 3)

April 27

Secretary/Administrative Asst. Day

If you have questions about events or activities, please call our main office at (602) 237-9110, M-F 8:00AM - 4:00PM

FRY’S COMMUNITY REWARDS
If you shop at Fry’s Foods Grocery store, please link your Fry’s V.I.P. card to Laveen
Elementary School (Laveen Hawks PTO) organization number: AK833. The Fry’s
Community Rewards program will automatically donate to our school on your behalf
from each of your purchases! This will happen automatically and there is nothing else
you ever need to do! Please visit: frysfood.com/i/community/community-rewards

GIFTED EDUCATION NEWS
Students respond differently to tests like our upcoming standardized state
assessments. Our gifted students often place very high expectations on
themselves, and their fear of failing can create some extreme anxiety. If your
student has expressed concerns or anxiety about the upcoming AASA
(formerly AzMERIT) testing, this website has a lot of helpful ideas. This
article from the Davidson Institute also provides some ways to reduce test
anxiety. Please let me know, and I will have a conversation with them as
well. -- Faye Uttech, Gifted Instructional Coach

2022 ARIZONA CHARITABLE TAX CREDIT
Arizona allows taxpayers to dedicate dollars to education while reducing
the amount you owe on your 2022 taxes through the tax credit program.
For every dollar you donate, the amount you owe on your Arizona taxes
will be that much less. If you do not owe taxes, the amount you donate
may be carried forward for up to five years to offset future tax liabilities.
You can make your donation online or download the form here.

MINDFUL SCHOOL SPOTLIGHT
As a result of our teacher professional development sessions
and online training, there are many great examples across
campus of LES teachers using mindfulness to strengthen the
culture and climate and in their own classrooms and also
increase student achievement. Let’s look at how Mr. Wasie
uses his mindfulness techniques in his 6th grade classroom.
How did you begin mindfulness in your classroom?
Prior to having my students lead the class in mindfulness
breathing, I showed examples of breathing videos and asked
my students to participate.
When do you incorporate mindfulness?
I typically utilize the time before instruction starts, after lunch/recess, and after we return from specials. It is a
great way for students to take a moment and recalibrate when switching from one stage of their day to
another.
What’s different now from the beginning of the year?
Now, I have a student lead all the breathing exercises and she typically chooses which ones to do, based on the
ones we have already done in prior videos. This actually makes it easier for us to take a mindfulness break
whenever it might be needed. There has also been more "buy-in" when a student leads it, rather than myself
or a video. I believe that it has benefitted my students tremendously in terms of behaviors, focus, and
achievement

OHANA RUN 2022
The Booster Club extends a sincere thank you to all our
parents for supporting this year’s Ohana Run! We are
pleased to announce that we met our fundraising goal of
$15,000 and will be able to successfully support our endof-the-year promotion events, teacher appreciation week,
and fulfill teacher material requests for the remainder of
this year and next! Congratulations to Mrs. Westwood’s
1st grade class for bringing in the most donations! They
have won a special field trip to celebrate their hard work
and excellent participation! Go Hawks!

A+ SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE™ AWARD ASSEMBLY
On March 31, Laveen students and staff were excited to celebrate our A+ School of Excellence™ Award with a
high-energy assembly! Thank you to everyone that participated, including: Dr. Jeff Sprout, Superintendent, Jill
Barragan, Governing Board President, Dr. Pamela Roggeman, President of the Arizona Educational Foundation,
our Hawk Ambassador students, the Laveen Cheer Squad and our 5th grade bucket drummers! A highlight of
the assembly was an “A+ Rap” performed by our 2nd grade students! It was a great celebration for all!

KINDERGARTEN PIZZA TRIP
Our kindergarteners recently visited Peter Piper Pizza to learn how to make pizzas, hear a story about pizza and
design their own pizzas! Thank you to our many families that attended the field trip and supported our kinders!

AUTISM AWARENESS DAY - APRIL 1, 2022

MARCH STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
Congratulations to our March Students of the Month! These students are nominated by their teachers based
on outstanding academic achievement and citizenship. Students receive a certificate and free ice cream from
Laveen’s very own, Scooptacular! Congratulations, Hawks!

STUDENT

TEACHER

STUDENT

TEACHER

Max Bolick

Jonathan Clauss - PreK

Alexander Avila Nino

James Carrethers - 4

Liam Alva

Jhovana Bugarin - PreK

Danika Rios

Sara Lofton - 4

Owen Ngerero

Meghan Lawrence - PreK

Avery Minjarez

Jessica Suri - 5

Liam Guereque

Allison Park - PreK

Rafael Morales

Anthony Quezada - 5

Greyson Atkerson

Mercedes Jeffrey - Prek

Andres Saenz Quintero, Jr. Jessica Lozano - 5

Addison Magley

Catalina Koller - K

Wal Deng

Mary Turner - SC

Scarlett Johnson

Jeannette Craig - K

Julian Avillar

Logan Wasie - 6

Aubriana Ramirez

Isabel Avila - K

Nahzir Brown

Anthony Ramirez - 6

Phoenix Perkins

Danica Granard - K

Adam Hashi

Kristi McCann - 6

Cruz Vizcarra

Kiersten Rozenwaser - SC

Yareli Pelagio Rivera

Alicia Harp - 7

Carter Hockett

Sylvia Ramirez - 1

Aymen Hashi

Greg Beder - 7

Ja’Lynn Rogers

Gabriela Rocha - 1

David Ledezma

Roland Pierce - 7

Rylan Panes

Joia Westwood - 1

Izaiha Espericueta

Blake McBay - 8

Skyler Sherman

MIchelle Shields - 2

Krizna Barbeytia Garcia

Adrian Ruiz - 8

Doris Benitez

Sirai Covarrubias - 2

Jason Vonn

Ken Cline - 8

Aiden Valencia

Joy Oliva - 2

Isaac Perrin Purvis

Leah Hall - 6-8

Jaxon Harp

Sabrina Wyda - 2

Alexy Diaz De Leon

Monica Gallo - 3-5

Ameerah Ruiz-Wiley

Michele Malone - 3

Nasir Turner

Andrea Smith - Art

Ariel Johnson

Melody Smith - 3

Khalil McGee

Luke Smith - PE

Alexxa Saenz Quintero

Tiffany Lorona - 3

Ruben Narvaez

Dominique Mariscal - 4

Well Done, Hawks!

Students of the Month

